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(8-94) NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
NOAA COMMISSIONED OFFICER BILLET DESCRIPTION
FROM: Northwest Fisheries Science Center
TO: DIRECTOR, COMMISSIONED PERSONNEL CENTER, CPC ROUTING CODE: F/NWC
ADDRESS:
THRU (Liaison Officer): 2725 Montlake BLVD E
NMPFS Liaison Officer Seattle, WA 98112-2097
BILLET TITLE: BILLET #: 2170
Operations Support, ECD PHONE NUMBER:
RANK REQUESTED: (0-2. 0-3, 0-4, etc.) 0-2/0-3 (This block to be completed by liaison officer) ‘
IS THIS A NEW BILLET: [ TJves [x1 no
GSIGM EQUIVALENT: BILLET PRIORITY:  [X]A, B, [Jc. []R
IMMEDIATE SUPERVISOR: TITLE: PHONE NUMBER:
Dr. John Stein Division Chief (206) 860-3452

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS:
No unique requirements

OTHER QUALIFICATIONS (INCLUDE PARTICULAR SECURITY CLEARANCES, SKILLS, ETC...)

Good seamanship and small-boat skills.
Familiarity with statistics/computer science desirable.

1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF BILLET:

The ECD investigates the impacts of anthropogenic and natural perturbations on fishery resources, protected species, and
the quality of marine habitat. Results are used regionally and nationally to determine scientifically sound approaches for
conserving living marine resources, restoring habitat productivity and function, assessing the implications of toxic substances
on the health and safety of fishery resources, and responding to environmental emergencies from the release of toxic
materials. The Division integrates field and laboratory studies on marine mammals, fish, and shellfish to determine
quantitative relationships between toxic substances and impaired habitat function. An emerging research area is assessing
the effects of human-related activities on habitat condition as it relates to salmonid productivity in Pacific Northwest
watersheds. ECD research requires a mulidisciplinary team of professionals to properly sample and measure the marine and
freshwater environment for biota, sediments, and other habitat characteristics and is supported by funds from NMFS and
other NOAA Line Offices. This billet would be responsible for supporting field operations and laboratory activities related to
research programs of the Division.

2. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

a. Is this a supervisory billet? |:| YES NO
b. If so, state number and grade of personnel supervised. Number: Grade(s):

The incumbent will be assigned to the ECD to provide support for field and laboratory operations. the field sampling
responsibility will involve coordination of the EC Division needs with the various OMAO centers and vessels, scientific cruises
on major vessels, and local operations in Puget Sound on the EC Division-managed 45-foot R/V Harold W. Streeter,
including periodic operation of the vessel. The incumbent needs to display initiative and communication skills in coordinating
pre and post-cruise logistics, cruise instructions and reports, sample tracking and archiving, and in daily problem solving.
During periods of restricted field operations, the incumbent would also assist in laboratory analysis for chemical, physical, and
biological parameters using various state-of-the-art instruments and computers.

Return to Billet Description List



http://www.noaacorps.noaa.gov/bdindex.html

3. CAREER DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES:

The incumbent is a member of the ECD's scientific staff and has minimal direct supervision once guidance and schedules are
mutually agreed upon for specific field operations; laboratory analyses would require additional training and would be under
the direct supervision of a principal ECD researcher. As a key member of the field operations team, the incumbent would be
interfacing frequently with a multi-disciplinary team of Division scientists with a range of expertise. At times, the incumbent
could have supervision responsibilities for temporary technical assistants or aides.

This billet provides experience with a 60+ member integrated fisheries environmental research team using state-of-the-art
procedures and field protocols to assess changes in environmental quality. The billet has sufficient latitude to enable the
incumbent to develop professional research interests in line with ongoing NOAA objectives and one career desires. This
prepares the officer for mid-level assignments throughout NOAA. The incumbent is expected to participate in the preparation
and publication of referred scientific papers. The Center's close proximity to the UW also provides an opportunity to use the
excellent local educational facilities in marine sciences for advanced studies.

4. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:

This billet is a staff assignment that will give the officer broad exposure of the NWFSC's scientific role in critical salmon issues
facing the Pacific Northwest. Additionally, the officer will gain valuable experience in how the Science Center and the
Regional Office conduct scientific and management business.

SIGNATURE OF SUPERVISOR: DATE:
06/10/2001
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